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Speaker
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Dear Readers,

This Expenditure Report is the most recent volume of the detailed public
accounting of Assembly spending I promised to publish when I became Speaker.
It covers the six month period ending September 30, 2006.

With this Expenditure Report, we are continuing to publish for public
review a six-month explanation of Assembly operational and personnel expenses
twice every fiscal year. These biannual reports take their place along side other
reforms we’ve initiated, ranging from the successful institution of conference
committees to resolve differences between legislation passed by the Assembly
and Senate to the creation of the Assembly Internet site. We are committed to
pursuing a reform agenda aimed at strengthening our democracy and enhancing
the effectiveness of representative government by promoting greater public
interest and involvement.

The Expenditure Report continues to be based on the same itemized
reporting requirements currently used by the Congress. It also continues New
York’s status as among the first states to release such an array of information.
Included are personnel costs and an accounting of office lease and travel costs
and other expenses.

Please continue to contact my office with comments on ways we can
consider to improve this document and make it an even better resource to assist
the citizens of New York State in understanding their Legislature,

Sincerely,

Sheldon Silver
Speaker
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INTRODUCTION

The New York State Assembly Expenditure Report is a report of payments

made by the Assembly, the Assembly Ways and Means Committee, and the
Assembly components of Legislative Commissions. This report also includes
payments made for the Joint Legislative Task Force on Demographic Research
and Reapportionment, for which the Assembly handles administrative processing
under agreement with the Senate. )

The information used to compile the New York State Assembly Expenditure
Report is based upon actual cash disbursements as recorded by the New York
State Office of the State Compiroller, based upon New York State vouchers and
payroll forms submitted by the Assembly for payment in accordance with the
State Finance Law.

The New York State Assembly Expenditure Report includes detailed data
regarding cash disbursements and allocated expenses for each Member of
Assembly's office and each central staff unit of the Assembly. The data for each
N;?.mber of Assembly’s office combine payments for both Albany and District
offices.

The cash disbursements and allocated expenses for each Member of Assembly’s
office and central staff unit are broken down into the following sections.

Personal Service Expenditures

In this section, salary payments made during the reporting period are listed. For
Member of Assembly offices, the first listing(s) will include payments of salaries to
the Member of Assembly pursuant to section 5 of the Legislative Law, and any
payments of special allowances (listed as Leadership Stipend Payment) pursuant
to section 5-a of the Legislative Law.

Following any salary payments to Members, each employee who worked in the
office and received salary payments at any time during the reporting period will
be listed, along with their service dates, job title, payroll type and total amount
paid.

The service dates reflect the actual dates of service included in the payroll
periods for which paychecks were issued during the reporting period. Since
employees are on a "lag payroll”, they receive their paychecks two weeks
following the end of a particular pay period. The service dates will not match the
reporting period because of the "lag payroll".

The Job Title listed for each employee reflects their most recent title.

xi




The payroll type which is listed may be either Annual Full Time (A), Annual
Legislative (L), Annual Part Time (P), Session (S} or Temporary (T) , and reflects
the employee’s payroll type as of the end of the reporting period. Payroll types
for employees are assigned in accordance with the New York State Assembly
Rules and Regulations Relating to the Crediting and Reporting of Time and
Attendance.

NOTE: If an employee ended service in a unit prior to the end of the last
payroll period covered by this reporting period, the employee’s payroll type
will be listed as I (Inactive).

The total amount paid reflects the total gross amount of all paychecks received
by the employee for the payroll periods during which the employee was assigned
to the office. Any separate payments for unused vacation leave or deferred
salary previously withheld which were made during the reporting period to
employees who have ended their service with the Assembly are separately listed.
If an employee worked for more than one office during the reporting period, the
employee will have a separate listing under each office with the amount paid
while working in that office.

Maintenance and Operations Expenditures

In this section, vouchered payments made on behalf of a Member of Assembly’s
office or central staff unit during the reporting period are listed, including the
check date, voucher number, payee name, description and amount paid. The
check date listed may be weeks later than the actual date on which goods or
services were provided, depending on when the vendor's invoice was received
and the length of time to process the invoice for payment by the Office of the
State Comptroller. Since the Assembly combines purchases and invoices for
multiple offices to obtain discounts and to promote administrative efficiency, the
same voucher number may appear for several different offices. In these cases,
only the actual amount paid on behalf of that particular office will be listed.

Payments for which the payee name listed is "Reimbursement” denote payments
made from the Assembly’s petty cash account which is maintained in accordance
with policies promulgated by the New York State Assembly and the New York
State Office of the State Comptroller.

Payments for which the payee name is "Chargeback" denote charges to or from
the Assembly which are levied to or from other State government entities.

Payments for which the payee name is "Error Correction Voucher" denote

corrections related to a voucher previously paid which was later determined to
have an incorrect description.
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Travel Expenditures

In this section, vouchered payments for travel by a Member of Assembly or
employee are listed, including the check date, voucher number, description of
travel and amount paid. The check date listed may be weeks later than the
actual dates of travel, depending on when the Member of Assembly, employee or
vendor submitted the reimbursement voucher, and the length of time to process
the voucher for payment by the Office of the State Comptroller. In most cases,
the name of the Member of Assembly or employee is listed, indicating that the
payment is a reimbursement for travel expenses incurred by the Member of
Assembly or employee. In some cases, a vendor's name will be listed, which
indicates that the payment was made directly to a company (i.e. railroad, airline,
travel agent, hotel) for travel expenses of a Member of Assembly or employee.
Payments for which the payee name listed is "Travel Account - NYS Assembly”
denote travel expense payments made from the Assembly’s travel advance
account on behalf of an eligible Assembly employee in accordance with policies
promulgated by the New York State Assembly and the New York State Office of
the State Comptroller.

Allocated Operational Expenditures

In this section, costs related to postage for mail sent from the Assembly Mailroom
in Albany, long distance telephone calls from Albany offices, and supplies issued
from the Assembly Supply Room in Albany are listed which are allocable to each
office. It is important to note that the amounts listed in this section reflect an
allocation of costs previously paid for by the Assembly and reported as a
Maintenance and Operations Expenditure by the appropriate central staff office
(i.e. postage expenditures for mail sent from Albany are reported under Mail and
Distribution; long distance telephone expenditures for Albany offices are reported
under Office Automation and Data Processing; expenditures for supplies issued
by the Assembly Supply Room are reported under the Supplies Unit).

The costs shown in this section are for informational purposes only, and do
not reflect actual expenditures.
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