
OPINION POLL 2026  

TORT REFORM   
 

 

Executive Summary 

Most New Yorkers are dissatisfied with the state’s broader lawsuit climate. Most want 
New York to change course, including stopping third-party litigation funding by 
investors seeking to profit from lawsuits and by changing the treatment of weak claims 
filed in hopes of securing settlements. 

New Yorkers overwhelmingly reject pain-and-suffering awards for impaired drivers 
or people fleeing police. 

There is near-universal support for prosecuting people who stage accident fraud, as 
well as those who knowingly help carry out such schemes, including false witnesses 
and providers of fake medical diagnoses. 

Most voters say workers who ignore safety warnings should not be able to sue an 
employer for an avoidable injury. Similarly, most New Yorkers favor changing New 
York’s Scaffold Law. 

When asked about civil justice in abstract terms, many New Yorkers are unsure. But 
when given specific examples to consider, most express strong support for changing 
the current course. 

The findings are drawn from a statewide survey of 600 likely 2026 general-election 
voters conducted by Cygnal on behalf of the Empire Center. This report focuses on civil 
justice and tort-related findings. Additional results from the survey will be released 
separately. 
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Impaired Driver Claims 

Voters overwhelmingly reject pain-and-suffering awards for impaired drivers or people 
fleeing police. Eighty-three percent say such drivers should not be able to collect, 
compared with only 6 percent who say they should and 11 percent who are unsure. The 
opposition is more than fourteen times the level of support, making this one of the 
clearest results in the poll. 

The judgment crosses the usual political and demographic lines. Eighty-four percent of 
both Republicans and Democrats say the driver should not be able to collect, as do 82 
percent of voters with no party affiliation. Opposition ranges from 76 percent among 
voters ages 18 to 39 to 87 percent among those ages 65 to 74. Regionally, opposition 
reaches 90 percent in Western New York and remains at or above 80 percent in the 
other major regions. 
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Staged Accident Fraud 

There is virtually universal support for prosecuting people who have faked accidents or 
injuries. Ninety-five percent say the person responsible should be prosecuted, while just 
2 percent say the person should be let go and 3 percent are unsure. Few issues in the 
survey produce this level of agreement. 

The consensus holds across party, age, income, and geography. Support for 
prosecution stands at 92 percent among Democrats, 92 percent among Republicans, 
and 97 percent among voters with no party affiliation. It reaches 98 percent among 2024 
Trump voters and 93 percent among Harris voters. Even voters ages 18 to 39, the least 
supportive age group, favor prosecution by an 87 percent to 8 percent margin. 
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Fraud Collaborators 

New Yorkers apply nearly the same standard to people who help carry out insurance 
fraud. Ninety-two percent say false witnesses, providers of fake medical diagnoses, and 
other collaborators should be prosecuted. Just 3 percent would let them go, while 5 
percent are unsure. The result shows that voters do not draw a meaningful distinction 
between the person staging an accident and those who knowingly help make the 
scheme possible. 

Support for prosecution is broad, although younger voters are somewhat less emphatic. 
Ninety-five percent of Democrats, 92 percent of Republicans, and 97 percent of voters 
with no party affiliation favor prosecution. Support rises from 84 percent among voters 
ages 18 to 39 to at least 91 percent in every older age category. Regionally, it ranges 
from 88 percent in the Hudson Valley to 96 percent in Western New York. Even at the 
low end, the public judgment remains decisive. 
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Worksite Injury Liability 

Four in five voters say a worker who repeatedly ignored safety requirements should not 
be able to sue the employer for an avoidable injury. Eighty percent oppose allowing the 
lawsuit, compared with 8 percent who would permit it and 13 percent who are unsure. 
The result indicates strong public support for considering a worker’s own failure to follow 
safety rules when determining liability. 

Opposition is bipartisan, but it is strongest among Republicans and older voters. Ninety-
one percent of Republicans say the worker should not be able to sue, along with 79 
percent of Democrats and 79 percent of voters with no party affiliation. The share 
ranges from 72 percent among voters ages 18 to 39 to 88 percent among those ages 
65 to 74. Women and men reach nearly identical conclusions, at 77 percent and 81 
percent, respectively. 
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Scaffold Law 

Two-thirds of voters want New York’s Scaffold Law changed. Sixty-seven percent favor 
changing the law, while 17 percent want to keep it as it is and 16 percent are unsure. 
Support for change is nearly four times greater than support for the status quo. 

The appetite for change is broad, but intensity varies considerably by age and party. 
Seventy-nine percent of Republicans and 64 percent of Democrats favor changing the 
law. Among 2024 voters, support reaches 79 percent for Trump voters and 50 percent 
for Harris voters. Age produces an even wider spread: only 43 percent of voters ages 18 
to 39 favor change, compared with 73 percent of those ages 40 to 54 and at least 74 
percent in each group age 55 or older. Younger voters are also the most likely to prefer 
keeping the law or to remain unsure. 
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New York as Venue for Lawsuits 

A majority wants New York to change course, but uncertainty is substantial. Fifty-two 
percent favor change, 18 percent want the state to continue on its current course, and 
30 percent are unsure. Support for change outnumbers support for the status quo by 
nearly three to one. 

This is the most politically divided question in the survey. Seventy-six percent of 2024 
Trump voters favor changing course, compared with 35 percent of Harris voters. 
Republicans favor change by 74 percent to 7 percent, while Democrats are much more 
divided, with 38 percent favoring change, 27 percent preferring the current course, and 
35 percent unsure. Age also shapes the response: support for change rises from 37 
percent among voters ages 18 to 39 to 65 percent among those ages 65 to 74. Unlike 
the fraud and personal-responsibility questions, the broader lawsuit climate is 
interpreted more clearly through a partisan lens. 

Regardless, each demographic wants New York to change course. 
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Third-Party Litigation Funding 

New Yorkers overwhelmingly want the state to stop third-party litigation funding by 
investors seeking to profit from lawsuits. Eighty percent favor putting a stop to the 
practice, just 3 percent would allow it to continue, and 17 percent are unsure. 
Opposition exceeds support for continuation by more than twenty to one. 

The result is bipartisan and geographically broad. Eighty-eight percent of Republicans 
and 76 percent of Democrats favor ending the practice, as do 83 percent of voters with 
no party affiliation. Support reaches at least 78 percent among voters age 40 and older, 
compared with 66 percent among those ages 18 to 39, who are more likely to be 
unsure. Regional support ranges from 74 percent in the Hudson Valley to 87 percent in 
the Albany area and 87 percent in the Syracuse area. 
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Frivolous Lawsuits 

More than three-quarters of respondents say the practice of filing weak claims in hopes 
of securing a settlement should be changed. Seventy-seven percent favor change, 
while 11 percent would keep the current approach and 12 percent are unsure. The 
public preference for reform is nearly seven times greater than support for leaving the 
system as it is. 

Support for change is broad but strengthens sharply with age and Republican 
identification. Ninety-one percent of Republicans favor change, compared with 68 
percent of Democrats and 80 percent of voters with no party affiliation. Among 2024 
voters, the figure reaches 92 percent for Trump voters and 67 percent for Harris voters. 
Age is another major dividing line: support ranges from 59 percent among voters ages 
18 to 39 to 79 percent among those ages 40 to 54, 82 percent among those ages 55 to 
64, and at least 84 percent among voters age 65 or older. 
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Civil Justice Opinion 

New Yorkers do not have a settled view of the state’s civil justice system. Four in ten 
voters are unsure how to characterize it, while the remainder divide almost evenly 
among competing views. Twenty percent say the system makes it too easy to bring 
lawsuits and seek large awards, 19 percent believe it makes fair compensation too 
difficult, 11 percent consider it fair to both sides, and 10 percent say it gives injured 
people a fair chance. The result is less a verdict on the system than evidence that no 
single description has broken through with the public. 

The strongest criticism - that lawsuits are too easy to bring - comes from voters already 
inclined toward the political right. Twenty-nine percent of 2024 Trump voters hold that 
view, compared with 17 percent of Harris voters. Republicans reach 28 percent, versus 
22 percent of Democrats and 17 percent of voters with no party affiliation. Age also 
matters: only 10 percent of voters ages 18 to 39 say lawsuits are too easy to bring, 
rising to 27 percent among those ages 65 to 74. Still, uncertainty remains the largest 
response across most major demographic groups. 
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Data Source: Survey of likely 2026 general election voters, July 6–8, 2026. Sample size: 
600, with a margin of error of ±4.00%; completed by Cygnal on behalf of the Empire Center 
for Public Policy. 

About the Empire Center for Public Policy 
The Empire Center is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit think tank located in Albany, 
New York. Our mission is to make New York a better place to live and work by promoting 
public policy reforms grounded in free-market principles, personal responsibility, and the 
ideals of effective and accountable government. 

About Cygnal 
Cygnal is an award-winning public opinion and predictive analytics firm. The firm delivered 
a 95 percent accuracy rating in the 2024 election cycle and has conducted more than 4,800 
polls across 3,100 campaigns in all 50 states and more than 20 countries, helping 
governors, members of Congress, state leaders, corporations, and trade associations turn 
voter data into decisions. 

Media contact: 

Zilvinas Silenas 
Empire Center for Public Policy 
518.434.3100  
press@empirecenter.org 
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