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Executive Summary

New Yorkers have reached a clear verdict: The state’s tax system is not delivering. Fully
67% say they are not getting good value for their tax dollars, while 64% support
eliminating the state income tax.

Maijorities of Republicans, Democrats, and voters with no party affiliation agree that the
state is failing to provide good value for their tax dollars.

The findings extend across regions and income levels. Most residents in every region say
they are not getting good value for their taxes, and dissatisfaction remains high across all
income groups. Nearly all demographic groups also support phasing out New York’s
income tax, making dissatisfaction with the state’s high taxes and support for major tax
reform unmistakably cross-partisan.

The bottom line is decisive: across every region, income bracket, and age group, New
Yorkers are frustrated by how much they are taxed and how their tax dollars are spent—and
majorities support eliminating the income tax.
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New Yorkers Dont Think They
Are Getting Value for Thelr Taxes

New Yorkers broadly agree that they are not getting good value for their tax dollars.
Statewide, 67% say they are not getting good value, including 48% who say they are
definitely not getting good value. By comparison, 30% say they are getting good value, while

3% are unsure. Similar results were reported in the December 2024 poll.

Dissatisfaction is widespread: In 21 of the 23 demographic groups listed, a majority say
they are not getting good value for the taxes they pay.

This negative assessment cuts across party lines. The share saying they are not getting
good value is 89% among Republicans, 69% among voters with no party affiliation, and
53% among Democrats. Although the intensity varies, dissatisfaction remains the majority
view in all three groups, making it a cross-partisan concern.

By age, dissatisfaction is highest among respondents ages 55-64, at 79%. It also exceeds
70% among those ages 40-54 and 65-74.

Dissatisfaction is also consistently high across income groups: 71% among respondents
earning less than $50,000, 66% among those earning $50,000-$99,999, and 67% among
those earning $100,000 or more.

Regionally, a majority in every part of the state says it is not getting good value, ranging from
59% in New York City to 73% in Western New York.
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Value for taxes

Do you feel you are getting good value for the taxes you pay in New York?

[l Definitely getting good value
Somewhat getting good value
Somewhat not getting good value

[l Definitely not getting good value
Unsure
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New Yorkers Want to Eliminate
State Income Tax

New Yorkers overwhelmingly support gradually eliminating the state income tax. Statewide,
64% support the proposal, including 47% who strongly support it. Meanwhile, 27% oppose

the proposal, and 9% are unsure. Similar results were reported in the Empire Center’s 2025
poll.

Support extends across nearly every major demographic group: 22 of the 23 groups polled
favor eliminating the state income tax. By party affiliation, support ranges from 88% among
Republicans to 64% among voters with no party affiliation and 51% among Democrats.
Despite differences in intensity, the proposal draws majority support from all three groups,
making it cross-partisan.

Support for eliminating the income tax is also broad across income groups: 60% among
respondents earning less than $50,000, 59% among those earning $50,000-$99,999, and
68% among those earning $100,000 or more.

A majority supports eliminating the income tax in every region, from 54% in New York City
to 70% in the Hudson Valley. Support stands at 68% in Albany/Central New York, 68% in
Western New York, and 69% on Long Island.

By age, supportis highest among voters ages 55-64, at 73%, and lowest among those ages
18-39, at 51%. Still, a majority in every age group supports the proposal.

The overall picture is clear: Support for gradually eliminating New York’s income tax is
broad and not confined to any one demographic group.
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Eliminate state income tax

While most states have an income tax, states like Florida and Texas do not. Do you support or
oppose New York gradually eliminating its state income tax?

[l strongly support Somewhat support Somewhat oppose [l Strongly oppose Unsure
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Data Source: Survey of likely 2026 general election voters, July 6-8, 2026. Sample size:
600, with a margin of error of +4.00%; completed by Cygnal on behalf of the Empire Center
for Public Policy.

About the Empire Center for Public Policy

The Empire Center is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit think tank located in Albany,
New York. Our mission is to make New York a better place to live and work by promoting
public policy reforms grounded in free-market principles, personal responsibility, and the
ideals of effective and accountable government.

About Cygnal

Cygnal is an award-winning public opinion and predictive analytics firm. The firm delivered
a 95 percent accuracy rating in the 2024 election cycle and has conducted more than 4,800
polls across 3,100 campaigns in all 50 states and more than 20 countries, helping
governors, members of Congress, state leaders, corporations, and trade associations turn
voter data into decisions.

Media contact:

Zilvinas Silenas

Empire Center for Public Policy
518.434.3100
press@empirecenter.org



mailto:info@empirecenter.org

	Opinion poll 2026 - Energy.pdf
	Opinion poll 2026 - Energy.pdf
	Executive Summary
	New Yorkers Prioritize Lower Energy Prices Over Lower Emissions
	New Yorkers Oppose Home-Heating Electrification
	New Yorkers Are Split and Unsure on Cap-and-Invest
	Most New Yorkers Oppose Lawsuits Against Oil Companies for Climate-Related Damages
	New Yorkers Prefer Data Centers Build Power Plants or Upgrade the Grid

	Opinion poll last page.pdf

	Opinion poll 2026 - Taxes.pdf
	Executive Summary
	New Yorkers Don’t Think They Are Getting Value for Their Taxes
	New Yorkers Want to Eliminate State Income Tax
	Poll: New Yorkers Say State Taxes Aren’t Delivering—and Back Eliminating the Income Tax




